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Thagini

( She was a cheat )

Haripada and his daughter Sudha go on cheating people in
a novel manner. Hiring out a flat in some middle class
locality of the city, they would immediately win sympathy of the
neighbourers by fabricating a story of their woes which would
ultimately compel a kind heart to volunteer himself to marry
Sudha without and dowry. The marriage and honeymoon
would be smooth followed by the shock of the next morning
when the groom would wake up to discover his bride missing,
along with all the jewelleries he has presented her, not only from
the house, but also from the entire locality.

Thus, Manmatha, Bidhu and Biresh. —Sudha’s husband
no. 1,2 and 3 are victims of lust for flesh, money and power
respectively. They would use Sudha to achieve their own goals
if only she would allow them time. But, time is always more
valuable to Sudha than her husbands, because she has to treat
her ailing father, suffering from throat cancer, with the money
she can manage to sneak out as booty from the honeymoon
chamber.




In her moments of liesure, which are few and far between,
Sudha turns the back-pages of her memory to remember the day
when their lives were as smooth and normal as.that of. any,
middleclass family. She was studying ina college and her father,
a cashier in a marcantile firm, was trying to find a suitable
groom for her. At last he could get one, promising a dowry
which was a little' beyond his means. But, then, in a city like
Calcutta you can always count upon your friends, cah’t you ?

It was a friend in the shape of Rajen, Haripada’s boyhood
classmate. 'On the marriage day Rajen disappeared with'
Haripada’s accumulated’ money......... the marraige ended ina
fiasco...and Haripada found himself behind the bars on a
charge of defalcation of the office fund.

1t was two years before the father and daughter would meet
again and the two years had brought a complete change in their
lives. In the Jail, Haripada came to know that he was suffering
from cancer. Outside, Sudha went on discovering the seamy side
of life. Together again, they know that they were social out-
castes, and yet they had live-live for each other and at any cost.
And so, they took to this business of cheating people.

One day, almost as a coincidence, they meet a young man
who, as they discover a little later, is none else than Rajen’s
son. In a fit a excitement, Haripada almost rushes to kill him.

«.ee..u...To punish the father, they must ruin the life of his son.

And, so, slowly and patiently, Sudha spreads her net of
charm around this young man and go on sharpening her
dagger under the cloak of love. But then, isn’t love too great
a force to be shrouded by a cloak and too surging a passion
to be reined by arguments ? 55 g e
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